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TODAY AT THE CAPITOL

A full schedule of committees met this morning. The Senate and House convened at
11:00 a.m. Visit www.arkleg.state.ar.us to view meeting schedules, floor calendar,
agendas and video links to watch any of the meetings.

NEW TRACKED BILLS

We added 10 bills to our tracking today. They address unemployment insurance,
agricultural nuisance actions, three financial bills, utility company ATVs on highways,
regulation of refrigerants, wholesale distribution of controlled substances and a shell bill
that seeks to amend the Income Tax Act of 1929.

STATE CHAMBER/AIA PRIORITY BILLS

Elimination of Phantom Damages - Please ask your legislators to SUPPORT HB
1418

HB 1418 by Rep. Marcus Richmond with 17 co-sponsors and Sen. Missy Irvin with
nine co-sponsors.

This State Chamber/AlA priority bill filed on Monday is a continuing effort we’'ve worked
on with others over multiple years to pass a form of litigation reform in Arkansas.

Click HB 1418 to read the one-page bill that is scheduled to be heard as a Special Order
of Business in the House Judiciary Committee on Tuesday, February 21.

The bill addresses a civil justice abuse that contributes to growing litigation costs known
as “phantom damages.” It can also be considered a “transparency in damages” bill. The
bill seeks to increase transparency and bring fairness to the calculation of damages in
tort cases by defining economic damages as only those amounts actually paid by or on
behalf of the plaintiff.

“Phantom Damages” exist any time lawsuit recoveries are calculated using the dollar
amount a patient was billed for a medical service instead of the amount the patient, their
insurer, Medicare, Medicaid or workers’ compensation actually paid for the treatment. For
example, a hospital may bill $20,000 for an emergency room visit, while the amount the
hospital actually receives after adjustments may be $8,000. The $12,000 difference is not
owed and is not paid in the real world.

Opposition contends that the bill will abolish the “collateral source rule.” It does
not.
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Arkansas' collateral source rule provides that a trial court must “exclude evidence of
payments received by an injured party from sources 'collateral’ to ... the wrongdoer, such
as private insurance or government benefits....”

We believe injured patients should be compensated for medical care amounts that have
actually been paid. When recoveries are calculated using billed charges rather than paid
charges, “phantom damages” are created which neither the patient nor their insurer ever
paid.

Please ask your legislators to SUPPORT HB 1418.

Unemployment Insurance

HB 1430 by Rep. Robin Lundstrum and Sen. Kim Hammer

This State Chamber/AlA priority bill was filed Tuesday. It makes multiple changes to

Arkansas' unemployment insurance law that will benefit employers. The bill seeks to:

¢ Amend indexing of the wage base, which is the amount of each
employee’s wages that are subject to unemployment insurance (Ul) tax.
The wage base reduced from $10,000 to $7,000 for 2023. This bill's
changes to the wage base indexing is to protect against large increases as
long as the Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund has a minimum
balance of $600 million.
Reduce the maximum number of benefit weeks from 16 to 12 effective
January 1, 2024.
Reduce the new employer Ul tax rate from 2.9% to 1.9% effective January
1, 2024.
Repeal the Stabilization Tax, which had a range of 0.2% to 0.8%, and
replace it with an administrative assessment of 0.125%, which is less than
the current 0.2% amount of the Stabilization Tax that is applied to
administration of the Ul program. This reduction is effective from July 1
2023 until June 30, 2024. Effective July 1, 2024 the administrative
assessment reduces to 0.1%. Excess funds generated by the
administrative assessment can be credited to a fund for modernization of
the state’s Ul computer system, subject to a maximum of $35 million and
up to $2.5 million that can be deposited to the Training Trust Fund for
worker training. Any excess training fund dollars will go into the
Unemployment Compensation Trust Fund.
¢ Reduces the maximum Ul tax rate from 14% to 10%.
This bill has been assigned to the House Public Health, Welfare and Labor Committee.

BILLS WE SUPPORT
Petitions - Ballot Titles
HB 1320 by Rep. David Ray and Sen. John Payton
This bill requires sponsors of initiative petitions or referendum petitions to file with the
Attorney General before being circulated for signatures; it allows the Attorney General to
ratify or change the ballot title and popular name for each amendment/act.
e The Attorney General must approve the submitted ballot title and popular
name and certify it or substitute and certify a more suitable and correct
ballot title and popular name within 10 days of the petition being filed.

Initiative/Referendum Petitions - Counties Represented

HB 1419 by Rep. Kendon Underwood and Sen. Jim Dotson

This bill requires ballot initiatives for statutory and constitutional amendments to submit
petitions from 50 counties. It requires each to contain signatures of three-fourths of the
designated percentage of the electors for each county represented.

BILL TRACKING
720 Bills Filed | Senate: 11 new — 278 filed | House: 11 new — 442 filed
State Chamber Tracking: 274 - 10 added today




To view all tracked bills by category, click State Chamber AlA Bill Tracking Categories

2023 STATE CHAMBER AIA LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

LEGISLATIVE SESSION INFORMATION
To view schedules, calendars, bill information, and legislator information,
click www.arkleg.state.ar.us.

LEGISLATIVE MESSAGE CENTER
House of Representatives: 501-682-6211
Senate: 501-682-2902

LIVE STREAMING FROM THE CAPITOL
The House and Senate have links to live streaming of their committee meetings and floor
session online.

e House: https://www.arkansashouse.org/

e Senate: hittp://www.arkansas.gov/senate/

STATE CHAMBER/AIA GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS TEAM

e Randy Zook, President/CEO
rzook@arkansasstatechamber.com

e Kenny Hall, Executive Vice President
khall@arkansasstatechamber.com

e Andrew Parker, Director of Governmental Affairs
aparker@arkansasstatechamber.com

e Toni Lindsey, Director of Governmental Affairs
tlindsey@arkansasstatechamber.com

Visit our website

@ mﬁ 1200 W. Capitol Ave., PO. Box 3645  501-372-2222
A Little Rock, AR 72203-3645 FAX 372-2722

ARKANSAS ASSOCIATED
STATE CHAMBER INDUSTRIES OF
OF COMMERCE ARKAMNSAS

STAY CONNECTED

0000

Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce/Associated Industries of Arkansas
1200 W. Capitol Ave., Little Rock, AR 72201
P.O. Box 3645, Little Rock, AR 72203
501-372-2222 | arkansasstatechamber.com



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Hk11vPyDrbztpAUmMSt9KlD_UY0j-xcR7bBHGpUpSGVxa8bQixNMlElzJd7H7TPWUheCwu8iLyaXfUwLmsof9-Bv9FAAvKdKrzmXHTiAE0lDN9I46FClVLtNT6FreCZAluy7DN-AfNva6suwXn024Zp-ySrWvBkKkH7z3Zwjldg6zOl0hR6k-BCQxqQb8CQTKC3DIwbwFR3UrtwKQQS4_rnBIEekq5zX&c=QbtrYyc24kUNFlzPkJfMFJ59g962FeoyiYugYm4eCcLWlrVPvuruhQ==&ch=Wp9zmJJkR3apOGDHtarPON-x3vmpOyGuoyniWvWAgm4z9SODL6ZQKQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Hk11vPyDrbztpAUmMSt9KlD_UY0j-xcR7bBHGpUpSGVxa8bQixNMlK0LbTa4vlBOtYpsSMD6AcTZyPZ80jY2AKZXtO9JGdqSvtc9rG5DfXLDfIX_HAghQPyj3N5PCNSkItFAYuD1YWbGZtG5Aowm5TadlaqIIbeNYNAVqdgb1m_hoPCdEPioTSLwjc6s73Ez_lxYEgnZL_CJ7cGvdHfxhey45VOgtWp2loZcujdkzDvVO1P2sf8V8g==&c=QbtrYyc24kUNFlzPkJfMFJ59g962FeoyiYugYm4eCcLWlrVPvuruhQ==&ch=Wp9zmJJkR3apOGDHtarPON-x3vmpOyGuoyniWvWAgm4z9SODL6ZQKQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Hk11vPyDrbztpAUmMSt9KlD_UY0j-xcR7bBHGpUpSGVxa8bQixNMlElzJd7H7TPWfwHZzABE_wTfvnBka-zMiK3HDabX7YCM4l5N8DeVyNvJJaUQLLcc66DFL_z3DruCAtM8h4tS3i0OTSy2lPLGlg==&c=QbtrYyc24kUNFlzPkJfMFJ59g962FeoyiYugYm4eCcLWlrVPvuruhQ==&ch=Wp9zmJJkR3apOGDHtarPON-x3vmpOyGuoyniWvWAgm4z9SODL6ZQKQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Hk11vPyDrbztpAUmMSt9KlD_UY0j-xcR7bBHGpUpSGVxa8bQixNMlElzJd7H7TPWLCbYmLzsmDq5nVdkrP-kqlt8sgP53pPWEvhMOfOzMkQKcA0nV80ZMXBXab9eSHckQ6Ar-B1Y6KhS2nNBWkL9fQ==&c=QbtrYyc24kUNFlzPkJfMFJ59g962FeoyiYugYm4eCcLWlrVPvuruhQ==&ch=Wp9zmJJkR3apOGDHtarPON-x3vmpOyGuoyniWvWAgm4z9SODL6ZQKQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Hk11vPyDrbztpAUmMSt9KlD_UY0j-xcR7bBHGpUpSGVxa8bQixNMlElzJd7H7TPWazm8fFsFYSTBtMH8nFEw58G_QMRNioQ6SN3x63CGhRP-mnJZu9N_PPwjUzeZptWIlAnGmTQdfhhbq21VWLR469TkiJoWwby3&c=QbtrYyc24kUNFlzPkJfMFJ59g962FeoyiYugYm4eCcLWlrVPvuruhQ==&ch=Wp9zmJJkR3apOGDHtarPON-x3vmpOyGuoyniWvWAgm4z9SODL6ZQKQ==
mailto:rzook@arkansasstatechamber.com
mailto:khall@arkansasstatechamber.com
mailto:aparker@arkansasstatechamber.com
mailto:tlindsey@arkansasstatechamber.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Hk11vPyDrbztpAUmMSt9KlD_UY0j-xcR7bBHGpUpSGVxa8bQixNMlHbsnMQHhkZQHBh4-dPulrpHRcuy852RAUpMG3GRw-4CIpnLggTt8Foj-_pRV8VWOIYs51LgRhHVKxLFhF4Ukb99n-Ri54g4BWZI1CeXPgOBexIDpffPHVc=&c=QbtrYyc24kUNFlzPkJfMFJ59g962FeoyiYugYm4eCcLWlrVPvuruhQ==&ch=Wp9zmJJkR3apOGDHtarPON-x3vmpOyGuoyniWvWAgm4z9SODL6ZQKQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Hk11vPyDrbztpAUmMSt9KlD_UY0j-xcR7bBHGpUpSGVxa8bQixNMlNiFZqUUU_EA0aGf_-Bhsfo6qjQ9Qoi1Qtd9Q49iKLn-j20WCMyZ9vmJt7rbcVBf3gzxsZbAjCmaKC50ATB2oJdfrbqK00JmbbSzX521ZMRQBjOElQfVvkkbqdQGEVx_-uePqz32lpxjPZOJF_nBKF247xU11aB6xHlA-EDFK0QQhSTrkEWDwxZ1X7BLBGwGSmHq9EdYb3hc&c=QbtrYyc24kUNFlzPkJfMFJ59g962FeoyiYugYm4eCcLWlrVPvuruhQ==&ch=Wp9zmJJkR3apOGDHtarPON-x3vmpOyGuoyniWvWAgm4z9SODL6ZQKQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Hk11vPyDrbztpAUmMSt9KlD_UY0j-xcR7bBHGpUpSGVxa8bQixNMlCaVjU2EKeZ00SFBl-2Vspp55UteHnYgzVPXrRINk3iXR31cqbyL5Eb0pyiUUhDcAcbDAAPpy-9Rb-lce-4IV23ulARKOqQapYc9SEDH7Ma1jKxMhMpezmwWq1CXOOo46XuQ1VMDIZ9-t_DtoB6E2vcBiVldhOF0tCHdC8K2mCdOVLIV5M-m0OyZIlfg_xLit9RPDFtUPab2&c=QbtrYyc24kUNFlzPkJfMFJ59g962FeoyiYugYm4eCcLWlrVPvuruhQ==&ch=Wp9zmJJkR3apOGDHtarPON-x3vmpOyGuoyniWvWAgm4z9SODL6ZQKQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Hk11vPyDrbztpAUmMSt9KlD_UY0j-xcR7bBHGpUpSGVxa8bQixNMlCHYKiv_Q6Mh6JyNiEJMx7_u1-5iHtRJxszaMDFct3CcTU3UCJ6RZfTvhLIx2zzHGfJX5YNULern8exiX4B_BpwMVIWSiOFoTtLeBgF9I6r3VAVreUGtOl6iQqa0ru7T7w==&c=QbtrYyc24kUNFlzPkJfMFJ59g962FeoyiYugYm4eCcLWlrVPvuruhQ==&ch=Wp9zmJJkR3apOGDHtarPON-x3vmpOyGuoyniWvWAgm4z9SODL6ZQKQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Hk11vPyDrbztpAUmMSt9KlD_UY0j-xcR7bBHGpUpSGVxa8bQixNMlElzJd7H7TPWj2Cr5PGTUs8jtk1FH_QKHi6mDsr8qFVwJnOJBZRJO2ib33trCy0Rt12-bigJ4Kp0_Boer2-GHV86kuz5gj3J7rSw3Offir23&c=QbtrYyc24kUNFlzPkJfMFJ59g962FeoyiYugYm4eCcLWlrVPvuruhQ==&ch=Wp9zmJJkR3apOGDHtarPON-x3vmpOyGuoyniWvWAgm4z9SODL6ZQKQ==

