
  

 

 

  

Daily Legislative Update 
 

94th Arkansas General Assembly  
Monday, February 6, 2023 | Day 29 
  
TODAY AT THE CAPITOL 
A joint committee and two Senate committees meet this morning. The Senate will 
convene at 1:00 p.m., and the House will convene at 1:30 p.m.  
  
NEW TRACKED BILLS 
We added 2 bills to our tracking today, including:  
  
LAST WEEK AT THE CAPITOL 
The General Assembly finished its first month of the legislative session with an icy week 
at the Capitol. Both chambers met Monday through Wednesday. Although the House met 
on Thursday, the Senate recessed due to the weather. Committees are in full swing with 
growing agendas. One bill that garnered much attention last week in the Senate Judiciary 
Committee was SB 71 by Sen. Dan Sullivan (R-Jonesboro). The bill would ban state 
entities from making educational, employment, or procurement decisions based on a 
person’s gender, ethnicity, or race. It would subject a state or public employee who uses 
affirmative action in decision-making to a Class A misdemeanor, while also creating a 
civil cause of action for anyone who feels their rights have been violated by the use of 
affirmative action. The bill cleared the Senate Judiciary Committee with one dissenting 
vote and will be voted on by the full Senate this week.  
  
Two issues still expected to be considered in the next few weeks include a measure to 
overhaul the state’s education system and criminal justice reform legislation. Governor 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders has been leading the effort on education reform and is 
expected to have a bill filed within the next couple of weeks. Rep. Jimmy Gazaway (R-
Jonesboro) and Sen. Ben Gilmore (R-Crossett) are working on a criminal justice reform 
measure that Rep. Gazaway told media last week will likely include multiple bills 
addressing issues from sentencing reform to initiatives intended to help slow recidivism 
rates. Both measures are likely to have significant revenue impacts, so many of the 
proposed tax cut and other budget matters have been on hold pending their introduction.  
  
Last week, the state reported that general revenue collections were up $25 million for the 
month of January. The reported numbers are above forecast and about 3.7% over the 
same month last year. The Department of Finance and Administration (DFA) cites better-
than-expected individual income and sales tax collections. The state’s unemployment 
rate is 3.6%, and unemployment benefit claims are about 30% below last year.  
  
Also this week, Republican congressional leaders announced that Governor Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders, the youngest governor in the nation, will deliver the Republican 
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address to the nation from Little Rock following President Joe Biden’s State of the Union 
address on Tuesday, February 7.  
  
BILL TRACKING  
541 Bills Filed | Senate: 0 new – 192 filed | House: 2 new – 349 filed 
State Chamber Tracking: 175 - 2 added today 
  
To view all tracked bills by category, click State Chamber AIA Bill Tracking Categories  
  
2023 STATE CHAMBER AIA LEGISLATIVE AGENDA 

 

  

  

LEGISLATIVE SESSION INFORMATION 
To view schedules, calendars, bill information, and legislator information, 
click www.arkleg.state.ar.us. 
 
LEGISLATIVE MESSAGE CENTER 
House of Representatives: 501-682-6211 
Senate: 501-682-2902 
 
LIVE STREAMING FROM THE CAPITOL 
The House and Senate have links to live streaming of their committee meetings and floor 
session online. 

• House: https://www.arkansashouse.org/  
• Senate: http://www.arkansas.gov/senate/  
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rzook@arkansasstatechamber.com 

• Kenny Hall, Executive Vice President 
khall@arkansasstatechamber.com 

• Andrew Parker, Director of Governmental Affairs 
aparker@arkansasstatechamber.com 

• Toni Lindsey, Director of Governmental Affairs 
tlindsey@arkansasstatechamber.com 
    

 

Visit our website 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

STAY CONNECTED 
 

     

 

Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce/Associated Industries of Arkansas 
1200 W. Capitol Ave., Little Rock, AR 72201 

P.O. Box 3645, Little Rock, AR 72203 
501-372-2222 | arkansasstatechamber.com    

 
 

    

 

  

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010wWbI1WXSz8M9vpS9GyamAKCgOo9uoc7ohb56WDtjw9SRd2j0Laqo-7UXAeXYBb6TE8T6MahLJK4eEKOnftLEVRMIW0XgE_yAqsZfHboZYcIZJ2cWIJKrOgCrkSJwIoHIT_t4fZfvfSh0mzPFqbrXidRRcWXwCX_NOSTYP0LGKoUQsln38c8SvrOkoeuFjS_IHTfDBOamDuWHaDsFRqw5dg3Tr76uHiJ&c=sAswHrVBQXsBqdhnu4bq0NNipZbvPqBKTZ2SNg6xAKGD9dM9v1MPLQ==&ch=PKCeRYd7FCCsEiVWSeV1VLG8wVrqENmHtdO-QdH0Z3Ez_3Ott2B6jw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010wWbI1WXSz8M9vpS9GyamAKCgOo9uoc7ohb56WDtjw9SRd2j0Laqo8fX5TCSoi5DHb-bsLoD4Zblw2R5G3SwrU1ClIi3rFw5u9wPJTFIVP59_EZhauJQuUe6IdX3c0rtdcbTrvo5SkLQvQCX2X9NQ0xlgPofSK3bCD-Xnxzl-BCfJ7Wb20GvwGJxwk2uLnGwkvfJ__L37Ok4ZW8FQuyW1Asu-sDaXpKB5VcVKt_6eLrNVLUDEhBlZA==&c=sAswHrVBQXsBqdhnu4bq0NNipZbvPqBKTZ2SNg6xAKGD9dM9v1MPLQ==&ch=PKCeRYd7FCCsEiVWSeV1VLG8wVrqENmHtdO-QdH0Z3Ez_3Ott2B6jw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010wWbI1WXSz8M9vpS9GyamAKCgOo9uoc7ohb56WDtjw9SRd2j0Laqo-7UXAeXYBb61xN4D9Zqp3I5AK3GftgKCkdWbQoMt_RhtT1HKzr4NGd7F-EQFDi_wWceNT6hV6Ul7PdgqU3U-sCkgyvz1s7QHw==&c=sAswHrVBQXsBqdhnu4bq0NNipZbvPqBKTZ2SNg6xAKGD9dM9v1MPLQ==&ch=PKCeRYd7FCCsEiVWSeV1VLG8wVrqENmHtdO-QdH0Z3Ez_3Ott2B6jw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010wWbI1WXSz8M9vpS9GyamAKCgOo9uoc7ohb56WDtjw9SRd2j0Laqo-7UXAeXYBb6pHYzUVgS7ofpmzJOyQ8p03xeeYDzZfI63oEzLu95BYAQaljW1YVNsRf_Zs8CiQRzFwNGfY2_Iz8DGTx3M0i8vw==&c=sAswHrVBQXsBqdhnu4bq0NNipZbvPqBKTZ2SNg6xAKGD9dM9v1MPLQ==&ch=PKCeRYd7FCCsEiVWSeV1VLG8wVrqENmHtdO-QdH0Z3Ez_3Ott2B6jw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010wWbI1WXSz8M9vpS9GyamAKCgOo9uoc7ohb56WDtjw9SRd2j0Laqo-7UXAeXYBb6yw5jANcU0ylW8kvHeaXrumNIb9iAyqLIQNzMRQzdTe8pFiGyKzvyxD-vD0I76bcM1TVGtqEE-Z4O7BbJf0joObNTPYkWS_W_&c=sAswHrVBQXsBqdhnu4bq0NNipZbvPqBKTZ2SNg6xAKGD9dM9v1MPLQ==&ch=PKCeRYd7FCCsEiVWSeV1VLG8wVrqENmHtdO-QdH0Z3Ez_3Ott2B6jw==
mailto:rzook@arkansasstatechamber.com
mailto:khall@arkansasstatechamber.com
mailto:aparker@arkansasstatechamber.com
mailto:tlindsey@arkansasstatechamber.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010wWbI1WXSz8M9vpS9GyamAKCgOo9uoc7ohb56WDtjw9SRd2j0Laqo5KUG7EWZWER8cOeenNSCF3HHwNsUmIcay6K-gozwrzlmk227D93-Uw7lwL6NVg6NhTqvp2N89wB6vywgwV-nzltpdJgf-YBSLTolIihEdjHc4lfxZpc_2k=&c=sAswHrVBQXsBqdhnu4bq0NNipZbvPqBKTZ2SNg6xAKGD9dM9v1MPLQ==&ch=PKCeRYd7FCCsEiVWSeV1VLG8wVrqENmHtdO-QdH0Z3Ez_3Ott2B6jw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010wWbI1WXSz8M9vpS9GyamAKCgOo9uoc7ohb56WDtjw9SRd2j0Laqo5Y2V1_q_CqfOkxhoJpbBF6Gpu2ZuZgTNa-AXZGuqV5P8T3Hy6NYlSMeN8xf8x-SX4R-Nre9GmFwT_UJzopB95Y2SqYIwQNF5Cdrn8OYl1adS6SxLna1YW6U89rBjJ0Tt39HxGYqeWCYasy6ODCfbzukB45Ru9Q3-2KSvyBFLFq2OFYi2I2UCcSc9YA7tOcqUq_PPlZc_Abf&c=sAswHrVBQXsBqdhnu4bq0NNipZbvPqBKTZ2SNg6xAKGD9dM9v1MPLQ==&ch=PKCeRYd7FCCsEiVWSeV1VLG8wVrqENmHtdO-QdH0Z3Ez_3Ott2B6jw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010wWbI1WXSz8M9vpS9GyamAKCgOo9uoc7ohb56WDtjw9SRd2j0Laqo5su9tQxXe8X5d0sT0gcAz0zEC3vLMcEcJ0UOoy-oHBORujEGqDajjQ_Knf3VGtmzSOtaFj5E4ETOqhrVm7536ECQ4SAcXJ8yqhWyGoUpEPIn8NwOOWhRMDpFU2CqsBobIKEr3dHJjGS_h6pnC1_m76RfbY5hQY3-H9HTWnMCBgG_Fmz1n7fdJPHWvrOgvPRMBbrx-NhBnyJ&c=sAswHrVBQXsBqdhnu4bq0NNipZbvPqBKTZ2SNg6xAKGD9dM9v1MPLQ==&ch=PKCeRYd7FCCsEiVWSeV1VLG8wVrqENmHtdO-QdH0Z3Ez_3Ott2B6jw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010wWbI1WXSz8M9vpS9GyamAKCgOo9uoc7ohb56WDtjw9SRd2j0Laqo9vFklSlOUdb5riLlllFwv9qGpbhK9EdY1HAEBsM21roIrYAEJz3y0ZZhbDRCZLTa1xCgfmqfgajJ3f0_-MVhJx2fDTajqzj_pifcpl_Hk_9NYL0fyrYQxUHK3z2X9quJg==&c=sAswHrVBQXsBqdhnu4bq0NNipZbvPqBKTZ2SNg6xAKGD9dM9v1MPLQ==&ch=PKCeRYd7FCCsEiVWSeV1VLG8wVrqENmHtdO-QdH0Z3Ez_3Ott2B6jw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010wWbI1WXSz8M9vpS9GyamAKCgOo9uoc7ohb56WDtjw9SRd2j0Laqo-7UXAeXYBb6MLuW4zGEJtmqNPyhehwz38fPKWDvus2qXbioHXZZ0ZxXiFUoa1z2xB4ubvMph9v9wmjIMqNVxSzbjeA5c2qM4c-JgAMWUzEz&c=sAswHrVBQXsBqdhnu4bq0NNipZbvPqBKTZ2SNg6xAKGD9dM9v1MPLQ==&ch=PKCeRYd7FCCsEiVWSeV1VLG8wVrqENmHtdO-QdH0Z3Ez_3Ott2B6jw==

